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Dcar Prcparcdness Partncrs:

Subject:Transportation Assistancc Lcvcl Classiflcations

The Ncw York Statc Dcpartmcnt of Hcalth(NYSDOH),OfflCC of Hcalth Emcrgcncy
Prcparcdncss(OHEP),continucs to promote cmergency prcparcdncss for hcalthcare facilitics,

including cnhanccd rcsponsc to catastrophic cvcnts.

In coHaboration with prcparcdncss partncrs, OHEP has dcvclopcd a standard
Transportation Assistance Lcvel(TAL)claSSiflcation system to help streamline and coordinatc

cvacuations state、 vidc. Thё  TALs classiflcations arc used by healthcarc professionals to asscss

thc typc of transportation rcsources nccdcd (c.g.  buses, vans, ambulanccs) by Cach

paticnt/residcnt at a facility during a planned evacuation.Comparativcly,TALs arc notintcnded

for usc during an cmcrgent situation,such as a flre.

Ncw,cas‖ y rccognizcd universal symbols corrcsponding to cach TAL category have also

bccn dcvcloped and may bc printcd and afflxed to cach paticnt/residcnt to hclp make their

transport necds visua‖ y and more ilnmcdiately apparcnt, Though aH healthcare facilities arc

cxpcctcd to usc TALs to catcgorize paticnts/rcsidcnts,usc of thc icons is not rcquircd and cach

facility shaH opcrationalizc usc of thc icons during an cxcrcisc or planned evacuation as

dccmcd fcasiblc.

Non― ambulatory[TAL l]― ThCiCOn for TAL l is a gumcy symbol.

Whcclchair[TAL 2]―Thc iCOn for TAL 2 is a whcclchair symbol.

Ambulatory[TAL3]― Thc iCOn for TAL 3 is a walking ngurc symbol.

Details ofthc TALs asscssmcnt scalc,TALs ottcCtiVCs and mobility lcvcl spcciflcs will

be presented in a wcbinar fbr hcalthcarc facilities and planning partnOrs.You、 vill bc providcd

、vith wcbinar dates and tirnes undcr scparate cover.

Plcasc contact Kathari,c Logan,()fflcc of Hcalth Emcrgcncy Prcparcdncss at

518‐ 408¨ 5 163 or kallarine.loganの heJth:ny,gov with qucslons or concerns rcgarding this

initiative.
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